The Ultimate Winter RV Living
Checklist for Full-Timers

Living full-time in an RV during winter presents unique challenges that require careful preparation
and the right equipment. This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about
winterizing your RV, essential gear for cold weather, practical tips for daily living, and a complete
checklist to ensure you stay warm, safe, and comfortable throughout the winter season.



Preparing Your RV and Yourself for

Winter Living

Winter RV living requires thorough preparation of both your vehicle and mindset. The right RV,
properly winterized systems, and strategic planning can make the difference between a miserable

experience and a cozy winter adventure.

Select a Winter-
Ready RV

Verify your RV's winter
rating directly with the
manufacturer. Four-
season RVs feature
enhanced insulation,
heated holding tanks,
dual-pane windows, and
more efficient heating
systems designed
specifically to withstand

freezing temperatures.

Protect Your
Plumbing

Completely drain and
clean all water tanks.
Bypass your water heater
and add RV-specific
antifreeze to all plumbing
lines. Remember that
burst pipes can cause
thousands in damage and
leave you without water
during the coldest
months.
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emergency supplies

Insulate External
Components

Install RV skirting to block
cold air from circulating
underneath your rig. Wrap
exposed pipes and water
connections with heat
tape (ensuring it's safely
powered). Cover all vents
and seal windows and
doors with additional
weather stripping or
thermal curtains.

Additional Winter Preparation

Maintain propane tanks at 50% or higher capacity at all
e Equip your tow vehicle with winter tires and

e Research and book year-round campgrounds with
reliable electric hookups

o \erify availability of propane refill stations near your
planned locations

e Create an emergency plan for extreme weather events

Remember that winter propane consumption can be 2-3 times higher than during moderate

seasons, so budget accordingly and never let your tanks run too low.



Essential Tips and Gear for
Comfortable Winter RV Living

Beyond basic winterization, full-time RVers need specialized equipment and strategies to maintain

comfort and safety during the coldest months. Investing in quality gear upfront will save money and

prevent discomfort later.
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Power Management

A reliable generator with
adequate fuel storage provides
backup during outages. Install
a quality surge protector to
safeguard your electrical
system from winter power
fluctuations. Consider solar
panels with battery storage for
supplemental power in sunny
winter locations.

Safety Considerations

Winter RV living introduces specific safety concerns that

require vigilance:

¢ Carbon monoxide: Test detectors monthly and never
use outdoor heating equipment inside

e Fire safety: Keep extinguishers accessible and

maintain clear exit paths

o Heat sources: Never leave portable heaters
unattended and keep flammable materials away

¢ Communication: Maintain multiple methods to
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Water Systems

Use heated water hoses for
external connections and
maintain full onboard tanks
when temperatures drop below
freezing. Avoid connecting
sewer lines in freezing weather
—use your onboard tanks and
empty them when
temperatures rise above
freezing.

receive weather alerts and emergency information

Full-time winter RVers should also create a cold weather

emergency kit containing high-calorie food, extra

medication, emergency blankets, and hand warmers.

®

o~~~
~

Moisture Control

Combat condensation with
portable dehumidifiers and
moisture absorbers in closets
and storage areas. Proper
ventilation is crucial—crack a
window slightly when cooking
or showering to allow moisture
to escape rather than

condense on cold surfaces.




Daily Living Tips for Winter RV

Travelers

Successfully living in an RV during winter requires adapting your daily routines and expectations.

These practical strategies will help you manage the unique challenges of cold-weather RVing while

maintaining comfort and convenience.

Morning Routine

Begin each day by checking
propane levels and
monitoring weather
forecasts. Run your furnace
at a consistent temperature
rather than turning it up
and down to prevent
condensation issues.
Remove any accumulated
snow from your roof, slides,
and vents before it
becomes too heavy.

Condensation Management

Condensation is one of the biggest enemies in
winter RV living. Beyond using dehumidifiers,
wipe down windows and walls each morning,
avoid air-drying laundry inside, and use
moisture-absorbing products in closets and

storage areas.

Daytime
Management

Take advantage of sunny
days by opening blinds to
capture solar heat, but
close thermal curtains as
soon as the sun sets. Cook
hearty, warm meals using
slow cookers or instant
pots to minimize propane
usage while adding
beneficial humidity to the
air.

Evening Preparation

Before nightfall, refill water
tanks if needed and
disconnect external hoses
if temperatures will drop
below freezing. Layer
clothing rather than
cranking up the heat, and
use electric blankets or
heated mattress pads to
stay warm while sleeping
without overworking your
furnace.

Winter Campsite Selection

Choose sites that offer natural windbreaks and
maximum sun exposure. Position your RV with
the door facing away from prevailing winds.
Verify that your site maintains power reliability
during storms and has accessible water

sources that won't freeze.

Remember that winter RVing requires flexibility. Be prepared to adjust your plans based on weather

conditions, and don't hesitate to seek temporary accommodations during extreme cold if your

systems can't keep up. Connecting with other winter RVers online can provide valuable real-time

advice specific to your region.



Complete Winter RV Living Checklist

Use this comprehensive checklist to ensure you've covered all aspects of winter RV preparation and

living. Check items off as you complete them to track your progress and ensure nothing is

overlooked.

RV Preparation

Verify RV is four-season
rated or adequately
winterized

Drain and flush all water
tanks (fresh, gray, black)

Bypass water heater
and add RV antifreeze
to plumbing

Install RV skirting
around the entire base

Apply heat tape to
external pipes and
connections

Seal windows and
doors with additional
weather stripping

Install thermal curtains
or window coverings

Service furnace and
test all heating systems

Fill propane tanks and
establish monitoring
routine

Winterize tow
vehicle/motorhome
(tires, antifreeze,
battery)

Essential
Equipment

Generator with fuel
supply and stabilizer

Surge protector and
power management
system

Cell signal booster and
WiFi hotspot

Heated water hose for
external connections

Portable dehumidifier
and moisture absorbers

Carbon monoxide and
smoke detectors (test
monthly)

Multiple fire
extinguishers (check
pressure gauges)
Emergency weather

radio with battery
backup

Thermal underwear and
layered clothing

Extra blankets and
heated mattress pad
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Daily Living

Monitor propane levels
at least twice weekly

Check weather
forecasts and
emergency alerts daily

Wipe down
condensation from
windows and walls

Maintain consistent
interior temperature

Inspect roof and vents
for snow accumulation

Keep paths around RV
clear of ice and snow

Run engines and
generators periodically
Test all safety
equipment weekly

Maintain at least two
weeks of food supplies

Keep emergency
contactinformation
accessible

(0 Pro Tip: Create a winter maintenance calendar to track regular tasks like propane refills,

generator maintenance, and safety equipment testing. Share your location regularly with a

trusted contact, especially when traveling between destinations in winter conditions.



